
Introduction 
​ First and foremost, thank you. Thank you for obeying the leading of the Holy Spirit and 
taking a step of faith to start a Bible club at your school. Thank you for having a burden to reach 
your generation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The truth is that our schools are full of students who need hope, truth, and a real encounter with 
God. By starting a Bible club, you have the opportunity to make an eternal impact on your 
campus and see lives transformed by the power of the Gospel.  

I encourage you to read this entire instruction manual before you begin. This will help you 
understand the full process before taking your first step. Then, as you move forward, return to 
each step and read it again when you are ready to apply it. This will help you get the most out of 
this guide and lead your Bible club with most effectiveness. 

My prayer is that this guide will help equip and encourage you as you take this step of faith. If 
God has called you to reach your school, He will also give you the wisdom, favor, and boldness 
to do it. Let's get started. 

Step #1: Have a Plan 

Before taking any steps to start a Bible club, develop a plan. Start by deciding when and how 
often you want to meet. What day of the week will your club take place? During what period of 
the school day? Will you meet weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly? I would encourage you to meet 
weekly if possible, although some of these decisions may depend on your school's policies and 
requirements. 

Next, determine the vision of your club. Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the 
people perish.” Before launching your club, you need to know what you are trying to accomplish. 
I would encourage you to view your Bible club as an outreach rather than a church service. The 
goal is not to pastor students, but to reach them with the Gospel. Avoid focusing on topics that 
only Christians will understand. Instead, structure your club in a way that is welcoming to 
non-believers and intentionally geared toward helping people encounter Jesus. The goal should 
be to see as many students come to Christ as possible. 

Don't build your club around what Christians want to hear. Build it around what lost students 
need to hear. 

Finding a Teacher Sponsor 

Most schools require clubs to have a teacher sponsor. Before moving forward, find out your 
school's requirements and begin looking for a teacher who would be willing to sponsor your 
club. Do not wait until every detail is figured out before approaching a teacher. In many cases, 
the right sponsor can help you navigate the approval process and answer questions you may 
not yet know to ask. 



It is important to understand that in most American public schools, student clubs are intended to 
be student-led, not teacher-led. The teacher sponsor's role is typically to provide supervision, 
guidance, and accountability, not to run the meetings or determine the direction of the club. As 
the student leader, you should be prepared to take ownership of the club's vision, outreach, and 
activities. 

While your club should remain student-led, be willing to listen to the advice and input of your 
teacher sponsor. Many teachers have years of experience working with students, navigating 
school policies, and leading organizations. They may be able to help you avoid unnecessary 
mistakes and provide valuable insight that can help your club grow. You do not have to agree 
with every suggestion, but you should always remain teachable, respectful, and open to wise 
counsel. 

When choosing a sponsor, I would recommend finding a teacher who is both passionate about 
Jesus and aligned with the mission of the club. A teacher who is on fire for Christ can be an 
incredible source of wisdom, encouragement, and support as your club grows. 

If you cannot find a teacher who shares your beliefs, look for someone who is supportive, 
trustworthy, and willing to give the club room to grow. The most important thing is finding a 
sponsor who will help facilitate the club's success rather than hinder its ability to reach students 
with the Gospel. 

Another important decision is choosing a name for your club. I would strongly recommend 
selecting a name that is simple, clear, and appealing to the students you are trying to reach. 
Remember, your club name is often the first thing people will notice. Names that make sense to 
Christians may sound confusing, overly religious, or even off-putting to someone who has never 
been to church. 

The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:22, “I have become all things to all people, that by all 
means I might save some.” While your club should always remain biblically grounded, choosing 
a name that is relatable and understandable can remove unnecessary barriers and help you 
connect with more students. Consider running a few potential names by non-Christian friends to 
see how they are perceived. 

Of course, whatever you name your club should have genuine biblical substance and meaning 
behind it. Keep it simple, memorable, and effective in helping you reach the students God has 
called you to reach. 

Step #2: Know Your Rights and Talk to Your School 

Once you have developed a plan and found a teacher sponsor, it is time to talk to your school 
about starting your Bible club. 

Before doing so, it is important to understand your legal rights as a student. The First 
Amendment protects your right to express your religious beliefs, and the Equal Access Act 
provides important protections for student-led religious clubs in public secondary schools. 



In addition, court cases such as Widmar v. Vincent and Board of Education of Westside 
Community Schools v. Mergens have affirmed that schools cannot discriminate against student 
religious groups simply because they are religious. 

What does this mean for you? 

If your school allows non-curricular or non-instructional clubs, it must generally provide the same 
opportunity for a student-led Bible club. Non-instructional clubs include clubs that are not 
directly tied to a core academic class. Examples may include chess clubs, sports clubs, debate 
clubs, hobby clubs, LGBTQ clubs, student interest clubs, and many others. 

As you begin the approval process, your school will likely provide you with guidelines regarding 
where your club can meet, when it can meet, and how long meetings may last. Many schools 
have designated club periods that range anywhere from 20 to 45 minutes. Others may only 
allow meetings before or after school. Be prepared to work within the structure that your school 
has already established. 

It is important to understand that schools are allowed to create reasonable rules and procedures 
for all student clubs. As long as those rules are being applied equally to everyone, this is not 
religious persecution. Be careful not to immediately assume that every obstacle, restriction, or 
inconvenience is an attack on your faith. If your school requires paperwork, limits meeting 
locations, establishes time restrictions, or asks you to follow the same procedures as every 
other club, they are simply operating within their normal policies. 

True discrimination occurs when a school treats your Bible club differently than other 
non-instructional clubs because of its religious nature. As Christians, we should be people of 
truth and integrity. Stand firm when your rights are being violated, but do not play the victim or 
use terms like "persecution" carelessly. Always seek to understand the situation, honor those in 
authority, and respond with wisdom and maturity. 

If your school allows these types of clubs but denies your Bible club solely because it is 
religious, your rights may be being violated. 

At the same time, remember that Scripture teaches us to honor and respect those in authority. 
Romans 13:1 reminds us to be subject to governing authorities. As believers, we should never 
approach administrators, teachers, or school officials with hostility, arrogance, or disrespect. We 
represent Jesus Christ in every interaction we have. 

Before meeting with principals, teachers, club coordinators, or other administrators, spend time 
praying for them. First Timothy 2:1-2 instructs believers to pray for those in authority. Ask God to 
give them wisdom, favor toward your club, and an openness to what He wants to do in your 
school. Never underestimate the power of prayer. God is able to open doors that no amount of 
persuasion can open. 



If your school denies your Bible club, do not become angry or argumentative. Instead, respond 
with kindness, respect, and professionalism while firmly standing for your rights. It is possible to 
disagree with a decision while still treating people with honor and dignity. 

For this reason, Freedom Generation provides a downloadable letter that you can present to 
your principal, activities director, club coordinator, or other school official. The purpose of this 
letter is simply to explain your rights and help school administrators understand the legal 
protections that apply to student-led Bible clubs. 

Over the years, I have worked with numerous students who have encountered resistance when 
attempting to start Bible clubs. In many cases, once school officials realized that the students 
understood their rights, the issue was resolved and the club was approved. 

If your school continues to deny your club after you have respectfully presented the letter, visit 
freedomgen.org and contact us. We will help you determine the next steps. 

There are organizations, such as Alliance Defending Freedom, that have helped protect the 
rights of students in situations like these. However, legal action should never be your goal. The 
goal is not to win a lawsuit. The goal is to start a Bible club, reach students with the Gospel, and 
see lives changed by Jesus Christ. 

As you move forward, remember the words of Jesus in Revelation 3:8: “I have set before you an 
open door, and no one can shut it.” Trust God, remain respectful, stand firm in your convictions, 
and believe that He is able to make a way for the Gospel to reach your school. 

Step #3: Build a Team and Launch Your Club 

Now that your club has been approved, it is time to prepare for your launch. 

Build a Team 

Before your first meeting, find a few believers in your school who can help you carry the vision. 
Explain what you believe God wants to do through the club and invite them to be part of the 
team. I would strongly encourage you not to try to do everything by yourself. 

Try to build a core team of at least three committed students. This team can help with 
promotion, setup, prayer, follow-up, and outreach. At the same time, be careful not to build a 
team that is so large that it becomes difficult to make decisions. Too many voices can create 
confusion. While you should always remain humble, teachable, and open to feedback, 
leadership still requires direction and clarity. 

Promote Your Club 

One of the first things I would recommend is creating an Instagram page or another popular 
social media account for your club. Include the name of your club and your school in the 
account name if possible. Make it clear in the bio that this is the Bible club for your school. 



Keep the page active by posting graphics, announcements, Bible encouragements, event 
reminders, testimonies, and other content that will help generate interest. Encourage your 
friends, youth group members, and supporters to follow the page and share posts to their 
stories. 

For your launch day, think big. Free food and giveaways are always great attractions. However, 
do not rely solely on food to build your club. Use every resource available to spread the word. 
Pass out invitations, hang flyers if permitted by your school, make announcements if possible, 
post consistently on social media, and personally invite students. 

Do not underestimate the power of personal invitations. Talk to students who have influence in 
your school. Athletes, cheerleaders, student leaders, and others often have relationships with 
many different groups of people. Use every connection God has given you to spread the word. 

Before posting graphics or promotional material, run them by a few people and ask for honest 
feedback. You want your club to appear welcoming, relevant, and approachable to the students 
you are trying to reach. 

Funding Your Launch 

One question many students ask is, "How am I going to pay for this?" 

This is one of the ways Freedom Generation can help. Students may apply for financial 
assistance through the Student Application section of our website. If approved, Freedom 
Generation may provide funding to help cover launch expenses such as food, giveaways, 
promotional materials, and other outreach costs. 

Because Freedom Generation does not have unlimited resources, I would also encourage you 
to speak with your church and see if they would be willing to partner with what God is doing at 
your school. Many churches are excited to support student-led outreach efforts that are reaching 
young people with the Gospel. 

Most importantly, spend time praying before your launch. Pray for your school, pray for your 
team, pray for the students who will attend, and ask God to give you a greater burden for your 
campus. No amount of promotion can replace the power of prayer. 

"Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain." Psalm 127:1 

Step #4: Your First Meeting 

The day has finally arrived. After all the planning, praying, promoting, and preparation, it is time 
to lead your first Bible club meeting. 

Before the meeting begins, spend time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you, give you 
boldness, and help you communicate the Gospel clearly. Remember, your confidence is not in 



your ability, your notes, or your personality. Your confidence is in God and the power of the 
Gospel. 

Because most school club periods are relatively short, it is important to be intentional with your 
time. Do not waste the first ten minutes trying to figure out what to do. Be prepared, be 
organized, and get started as soon as possible. 

When you stand up to speak, be bold. This does not mean being rude, arrogant, or overly 
aggressive. It simply means speaking with confidence and conviction. Let people know 
immediately why they are there and why this meeting matters. You might begin with a statement 
such as, "I believe your life can change today," or "Did you know God has the power to 
transform your life?" Capture people's attention and then transition directly into the message. 

For your first meeting, I would encourage you to preach a clear Gospel message. Remember, 
this is an outreach. While topics such as depression, anxiety, addiction, partying, loneliness, 
identity, and purpose can be helpful points of connection, make sure the focus remains on Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel. Every person needs a Savior, not just those who appear to be struggling. 

Avoid turning your meeting into a dry lecture or classroom presentation. People can get 
information anywhere. What they need is an encounter with God. Preach from your heart, be 
genuine, and communicate in a way that students can understand. 

In most situations, I would recommend speaking for approximately 15–20 minutes, depending 
on how much time your school allows for meetings. Leave enough time at the end to give 
students an opportunity to respond. 

Always give people a chance to receive Jesus Christ. Clearly explain the Gospel, explain what it 
means to surrender their life to Christ, and then give an invitation for those who want to 
respond. If you feel led to pray for students individually, do so in a way that is respectful and 
appropriate for your school's environment and policies. 

After the message, encourage students to come back the following week and bring a friend with 
them. If you are providing food or giveaways, distribute them as the meeting concludes. 
Challenge those who attended to become part of what God is doing in your school. One of the 
simplest ways they can help is by inviting someone else to the next meeting. 

Following Up and Connecting Students 

One of the most important things you can do is connect students to a healthy local church. If 
someone gives their life to Christ, do not leave them to figure out the Christian life on their own. 
Give them an invitation to church and encourage them to begin attending regularly. 

I would recommend bringing church invitation cards or some other simple resource that 
students can take with them. While it is completely appropriate to invite students to your church, 
always keep the focus on the Kingdom of God rather than building your own platform. 



Sometimes students from other churches may become protective of their own church or even 
feel threatened by what God is doing through the club. In some situations, they may try to 
compete for influence or create unnecessary division. 

Do not get drawn into those arguments. 

Instead, remind people that the goal is not to build one particular church. The goal is to see 
people saved and discipled. There are many great churches that faithfully preach the Gospel. 
While you should invite students to your church, make it clear that the most important thing is 
that they find a Bible-believing church and attend faithfully. 

A simple way to communicate this is by saying, "I would love for you to come to my church with 
me, but more importantly, I want you to get connected to a church where you can grow in your 
relationship with God." 

Jesus addressed a similar situation in Mark 9:38-40 when the disciples wanted to stop someone 
from ministering simply because he was not part of their group. Jesus rebuked that attitude and 
reminded them that the Kingdom of God is bigger than their circle. 

Stay focused on the mission. Refuse to get distracted by competition, jealousy, or unnecessary 
arguments. Keep preaching the Gospel, keep loving people, and keep pointing students to 
Jesus. 

"Whoever is not against us is for us." — Mark 9:40 

Avoiding Pride and Discouragement 

Do not allow attendance numbers or salvation numbers to determine your attitude. If only three 
people show up, do not become discouraged. If thirty people show up and many people 
respond to the Gospel, do not become prideful. Your responsibility is not to produce results. 
Your responsibility is to be faithful to what God has called you to do. 

Some weeks may feel incredibly fruitful, while other weeks may seem uneventful. Do not judge 
the success of your club solely by what you can see. God is often working in people's hearts 
long before you see visible results. Stay faithful, preach the Gospel, love people, and trust God 
with the outcome. 

At the same time, God desires His work to bear fruit. Do not use "faithfulness" as an excuse for 
a complete lack of results over an extended period of time. If months or even a year goes by 
without any fruit, salvations, growth, or measurable impact, take time to pray and honestly 
evaluate what may need to change. Ask the Lord if adjustments need to be made to your 
approach, your leadership, your message, or even your assignment. 

Additionally, I would encourage you to talk with a spiritual leader that you trust. Seek the counsel 
of a pastor, youth pastor, mentor, or another mature believer. Be willing to hear what they have 
to say, even if it stings a little. Sometimes the most valuable advice is not the advice we want to 



hear, but the advice we need to hear. A humble and teachable spirit will take you much further 
than pride ever will. 

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6, "I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth." Never forget that changed lives are ultimately the work of God, not the result of your 
talent, personality, or ability. Give Him all the glory for every victory and remain faithful even 
when the results are not immediately visible. 

Regardless of the results, remember that you stepped out in faith and obeyed the voice of God. 
That alone is something worth celebrating. While many people talk about reaching their 
generation, you chose to do something about it. 

Be grateful for what God has allowed you to be part of. Whether your club reaches five people 
or five hundred people, you have taken a stand for Jesus Christ in your school and have done 
your best to reach your generation with the Gospel. 

If no one else has told you this, I am proud of you. More importantly, never forget that God sees 
your obedience, your sacrifice, your prayers, and your faithfulness. Continue to trust Him, 
continue to love people, and continue to boldly proclaim the Gospel. 

Step #5: Staying Consistent and Keeping the Vision 

Now that your club is up and running, it is important to keep swinging. Often, the excitement of 
the launch will eventually settle down and things may begin to feel routine. This is completely 
normal. The key is to remain faithful and continually seek the Lord for fresh vision and direction. 

If things start to feel stale, do not panic. Seek the Lord in prayer and spend time asking Him 
what He wants to do next. Additionally, seek counsel from trusted spiritual leaders and mentors. 
Sometimes a fresh perspective can help you identify areas that need improvement or 
opportunities you may have overlooked. 

I would encourage you to treat your Bible club as an encounter rather than simply a meeting. 
Never allow it to become just another lecture or classroom presentation. There should always 
be strong biblical teaching and preaching, but there should also be opportunities for students to 
respond to what they have heard. This may include prayer, a challenge to apply the message, 
ministry time, or ALWAYS a salvation invitation. 

No matter how long your club has been running, never lose your focus on the Gospel. Always 
give students an opportunity to receive Jesus Christ. Never assume everyone attending is 
already saved. 

Remember that attendance will naturally fluctuate throughout the school year. Sports seasons, 
exams, holidays, vacations, and other school activities will affect attendance. Do not become 
discouraged by temporary ups and downs. Stay focused on the long-term mission. 



Be open to ideas and feedback from the people who attend your club. Do not develop the 
attitude that the club belongs to you. People want to be part of something meaningful, and 
ownership creates investment. While leadership requires direction, great leaders also know how 
to listen. Give others opportunities to contribute, serve, and help carry the vision. 

If things become stagnant, consider calling your leadership team and interested students to a 
special time of prayer. Some of the greatest breakthroughs come after God's people 
intentionally seek Him together. Never underestimate what can happen when students begin to 
pray for their school. 

Always remember the goal: to see students saved and transformed by the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. But do not stop there. Your goal is not simply to lead students to Christ; it is also to help 
connect them to a healthy, Bible-believing church where they can grow in their relationship with 
God. 

Over time, students should begin taking steps beyond the Bible club. They should be attending 
church, joining youth groups, growing in their faith, and eventually helping reach others. A Bible 
club is not the finish line; it is often the front door. 

Honestly speaking, there should eventually be at least some students who begin attending your 
youth group specifically. Why? Because people naturally follow where they are being led and 
discipled. If a church is investing prayer, finances, resources, leadership, and support into a 
Bible club, it is reasonable to expect that some of the students being reached will eventually 
connect with that church.  

This does not mean you should pressure students, compete with other churches, or make the 
club about building your youth ministry. The goal is still the advancement of the Kingdom of 
God. However, disciples need a church home, and the local church is God's primary vehicle for 
discipleship and spiritual growth. 

If students are consistently getting saved but never connecting to a church, never growing, and 
never taking next steps in their faith, it may be time to honestly evaluate what needs to change. 
A healthy Bible club should not only produce decisions for Christ, but disciples of Christ. 

Jesus said in John 15:16, "I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide." Never lose sight of that goal. Stay faithful, stay hungry, stay 
teachable, and trust God to continue working through your obedience. 

Step #6: Doing an Outreach Event 

Once your Bible club is established, you may feel led to host a larger outreach event outside of 
your regular meeting day. Outreach events can be a powerful way to reach new students, create 
momentum, and introduce people to your Bible club. However, these events require significant 
planning and preparation. 



One of the most important decisions you will make is choosing the right date. Before scheduling 
an event, consider the school calendar, sports schedules, major school activities, holidays, and 
other events that may affect attendance. If your goal is to go fishing, you have to go when the 
fish are biting. In the same way, if your goal is to reach lost students, you need to schedule your 
event when students are actually available to attend. 

As you prepare for your outreach, many of the same principles that helped you launch your 
Bible club still apply. Build a team, pray together, create a promotional plan, use social media, 
personally invite students, and spread the word. Do not wait until the week of the event to begin 
promoting it. 

At the same time, be careful not to over-promote. Invitations are effective, but if students are 
constantly being handed flyers and hearing the same announcement every day, the message 
can eventually become background noise. I have seen this happen in schools before. Create 
excitement, but do not overwhelm people. 

Use the influence that God has already placed around you. Encourage athletes, student 
leaders, cheerleaders, club members, and other influential students to help spread the word. 
People are often far more likely to attend when they receive a personal invitation from someone 
they know. 

If funding is needed for your outreach event, remember that Freedom Generation may be able 
to help. You can apply for assistance through the Student Application section of our website. 
Additionally, do not be afraid to speak with your church about partnering with the vision. Many 
churches are excited to support outreach efforts that are reaching students with the Gospel. 

Most importantly, pray. Outreach events are not won through marketing alone. Spend time 
praying for your school, your team, and the students who will attend. Ask God to draw people, 
open hearts, and create opportunities for the Gospel to be preached. 

When the event arrives, keep the main thing the main thing. The goal is not simply to have a 
large crowd, give away prizes, or host a fun event. Those things can be useful tools, but they 
are not the mission. The goal is to see students hear the Gospel, respond to Jesus Christ, and 
get connected to both your Bible club and a healthy local church. 

Success is not just measured by how many people attend. Success is also measured by 
whether the Gospel was clearly preached and whether students were given an opportunity to 
respond. Stay focused on reaching people, and trust God with the results. 

Conclusion 

I hope this instruction manual has been helpful to you as you prepare to start and lead a Bible 
club in your school. If nothing else, I hope it has given you the confidence to take a step of faith 
and believe that God can use you to make a difference in your generation. 



I am genuinely excited that you are starting this Bible club, and I am praying that God would use 
it in a powerful way. My prayer is not simply that your club would be successful, but that 
students would be saved, discipled, connected to healthy local churches, and ultimately become 
laborers in the harvest themselves. 

Remember, God has placed you in your school for a reason. You are not there by accident. Your 
school is a mission field, and you have the opportunity to bring the hope of Jesus Christ to the 
students around you. 

There will be challenges. There will be moments when things do not go according to plan. There 
may be times when attendance is low, people are critical, or progress feels slow. Do not quit. 
Continue to seek the Lord, continue to preach the Gospel, continue to love people, and trust 
God with the results. 

If this manual has helped you, we would love to hear from you. Follow us on Instagram 
@freedomgenministries and send us a message. Let us know how your club is going, share 
your testimonies, ask questions, and keep us updated on what God is doing in your school. 

Please consider sharing this manual with another student who has a burden to reach their 
campus. Together, we can see more Bible clubs started, more students reached, and more 
schools impacted by the Gospel. 

I truly believe God is doing something special in this generation. Thank you for being willing to 
be part of it. 

Now go reach your school with the Gospel. 

"Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven." — Matthew 5:16 

 

 
 


